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Welcome to our 2014/2015 Annual Report. Inside these pages, we will share with you the significant impact we 
have made together by matching young people in our community with caring, passionate and dedicated volunteer 
mentors. 

Our greatest challenge is, and continues to be, balancing the ever increasing need for services with securing 
sustainable funding and resources. Our board, staff, donors, volunteers, and community champions helped us to 
maintain our focus and commitment to our mission and vision. Innovative practices were implemented and new 
sources of funding were achieved to help support our programs. As a result, we supported over 2,300 active 
matches in 2014/15. We also launched a brand new website, strengthened our relationships with our founders and 
longtime partners Canadian Progress Clubs, and well surpassed fundraising goals with a record breaking All-Star 
Weekend. 

None of this success could have been achieved without the unwavering commitment of our staff team, our 
dedicated and visionary Board of Directors, and the heart of BBBS - our volunteers. We especially want to thank our 
donors who wholeheartedly believe in BBBS. Every time you make a donation, you support our ability to start 
something ‘BIG’ – to find and train a new mentor, to enrol a young person or to make a new mentoring match. 
We are privileged to be able to pursue our shared vision for our young people on your behalf.

As we look to the year ahead, we know that the economic uncertainty facing our province and the rest of the 
country will bring great challenges. We ask for your continued support to help us face these challenges head on. The 
over 2,300 young people currently enrolled in our programs and the 900 more waiting for mentors are counting on 
us. We will not disappoint them!

Trish Bronsch
President & CEO

Richard Brown
Board Chair

Message from the President & CEO and Board Chair



900
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looking for
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2x less likely to be 
involved with bullying

Mentored boys are

600
Over

boys looking for a mentor
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OMIDand Greg

Omid Abdul Hadi, one of many boys on our wait list, spent almost three 
years on that list as all three of his sisters were matched with wonderful 
mentors.

After his family moved to Canada from Russia, Omid and his two older 
sisters came to BBBS in an effort to help them acclimatize with Canadian 
culture, and to provide support for the family while Omid’s father worked 
long shifts as a taxi driver.

Both older sisters were matched with great mentors, and those matches 
have successfully grown for almost 6 years now. Omid, on the other hand, 
was left waiting. Before long, his younger sister grew old enough to be a 
Little herself, and Omid was left the only child of four who couldn’t be 
matched.

The difficulty matching him arose from one simple fact: the need for male 
mentors. Omid desperately wanted someone he could spend time with, 
whether it was being active outside or just playing video games, but every 
time we met with his family, we had to tell Omid that we didn’t have a 
mentor for him yet.

Then, after almost three years of waiting, Omid was introduced to his 
mentor.

Greg Yuzik came to BBBS Calgary and Area when his family decided to 

donate to local charities for Christmas rather than exchange 
gifts. Opting to donate time, Greg applied to be a mentor, and 
we saw he was a perfect fit for that young man who had 
waited so long.

Having now been matched for 4 months, Greg and Omid have 
bonded at an incredible rate, despite Greg’s initial worries when 
confronted with the idea of being a mentor. 

“He just wants someone to hang out with,” Greg says. “It 
doesn’t have to be a big ordeal.”

With the majority of children and youth on our wait list being 
young men, the need for mentors like Greg is constant, and the 
impact those mentors have is undeniable. Boys with a Big 
Brother are three times less likely to suffer peer pressure related 
anxiety and two times more likely to believe that school is fun 
and that doing well academically is important.

But being a mentor also has a big impact on the amazing 
volunteers who do give back.

“What really stuck in my head was the statistics,” Greg says. 
“But I wasn’t expecting it to be so rewarding so soon.”
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Tasmina and Nicole

When Tasmina (Tas) Hailom was 8, she moved to Canada from 
Bangladesh with a mother and father she didn’t really know.

Raised mostly by her aunt and cousins in Bangladesh, she was 
introduced to a frightening new country without the support of the 
family she knew, and it wasn’t long before the strangers who were her 
parents started a pattern of abuse and neglect.

At the age of 9, Tas was made responsible for her older sister, who was 
born with a disability, and punished severely when she lapsed in that 
responsibility.

“I was only 9,” says Tas. “I wasn’t supposed to be responsible like that; 
I was supposed to be having fun.”

After living in those conditions for seven years, she finally told her 
English teacher about her unlivable conditions at home after her father 
threatened her life and she spent an evening hiding from him in a 
cabinet. She was brought to Child and Family Services, and through 
Aspen Family, eventually introduced to her foster parents, Shelley and 
Todd.

After three years with the support structure her foster parents 
provided, Tas, now 17, moved out of the home she knew and into 

residence at Mount Royal University. Her Aspen support worker, 
Dalene, suggested she become a Little in our Youth Engaging 
Supports (YES) program, an innovative partnership with Aspen that 
pairs youth transitioning out of child intervention services with a 
mentor. Hesitant at first, Tas agreed to meet Nicole Mann and the 
bond was immediate.

“Right away, Nicole and I connected,” she says. “It comes so 
naturally and I’m so thankful.”

When Nicole met Tas for the first time, she wondered to herself 
what Tas could possibly need her for – she seemed to have her life 
under control, with college starting in the fall and her own 
apartment in residence. That control wasn’t the whole story, though, 
and Nicole soon learned that, to Tas, she could be “that place 
where she doesn’t have to put up a front.”

Tas recently switched schools to take on SAIT’s culinary program, 
embracing her lifelong love for cooking. Nicole’s support continues 
to motivate Tas in pursuing her goals, and their friendship has 
grown only stronger and stronger.

“She’s there because she genuinely wants to be there,” Tas says. 
“She’s one of my biggest emotional supports.”

5



8000
young people in 
Alberta live in 
government care 

$23:1 Social Return on Investment for 
the most disadvantaged young 
people in BBBS programs



42,000
young people 
across Canada

2x
more likely to be confident in their ability
to be successful at school

Mentored girls are

1/2

Big Brothers Big Sisters serves



80%
of former mentees report living
a healthy lifestyle today

$18:1
$1 invested in mentoring by 
BBBS returns $18 to society



Our Year 2014/15 Statistics

2013/20142012/2013

2,348

2,049

1,5071,237

841812

Community-Based Programs

School-Based Programs

At Big Brothers Big Sisters, we believe every young person 
should have the opportunity to reach his or her full potential, 
and that by doing so they will not only do well, they will also do 
good.

All it takes is one caring individual who is willing to build a 
connection with a young person who needs a role model in his 
or her life. With over 2,300 matches, our mentors teach and 
support young people, allowing them to realize they have the 
ability to succeed and make life-changing decisions.

2014/2015

2,315

1,577

738
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2,300
Over

children and youth served
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Community Based Programs

Big Brothers, Big Sisters, Big Couples
In this foundational and most recognized program, mentors, as 
individuals or as a couple, meet with their mentees to explore the 
community, broaden their experience of the world and build a strong 
connection. From soccer games to symphonies, they forge a friendship 
that will help them realize their full potential.

Recreation Mentoring
Mentors with a passion for sport, recreation and a healthy lifestyle are 
matched with children and youth who may not have had the opportunity 
to take part in activities like skiing, mountain biking or swimming. 
Partnerships with Winsport’s Canada Olympic Park and the YMCA 
Calgary provide access to their facilities.

mPower Youth Mentoring
Mentors encourage and empower high school youth to identify their 
strengths, explore their passions and achieve their goals as they journey 
towards adulthood. mPower is proud to partner with the United Way 
Calgary and the All In For Youth initiative. By supporting youth and 
removing barriers to success the initiative aims to reduce the high school 
dropout rate in Calgary by 50% by 2017.

PRYME (Police Recreational Youth Mentoring Experience) 

PRYME (Police Recreational Youth Mentoring Experience) gives young 
people the unique opportunity to build positive relationships with 
members of the Calgary Police Services. Participants meet bi-weekly 
with officers and peers by participating in fun group mentoring 
activities at the Saddletowne YMCA and Calgary Police Service facilities.

Go 4 Great!
The Go 4 Great! group mentoring program engages youth, ages 11-14, 
in life skills, collaboration and making informed choices about healthy 
lifestyle practices. Partnering with the YMCA Calgary, participants meet 
weekly at the Saddletowne YMCA during the school year.

YES (Youth Engaging Supports) 
Funded through the United Way’s Vulnerable Youth Investment Strategy 
and partnering with Aspen Family, YES connects youth (aged 16-24) 
who are transitioning out of child intervention services with a 
supportive, caring adult mentor. This relationship is built on mutual 
respect and helps youth develop relationship skills and connections 
essential for successful transition to independent adulthood.
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School Based Programs

 

42
partner schools in and
around Calgary

In-School Mentoring
Meeting weekly through the school year, mentors build self-confidence in 
elementary and junior high school students through a variety of activities 
including reading, arts and crafts, sports and board games.

Between Generations
Elementary school students benefit from the wisdom and experience of 
mentors aged 50 and up. This connection helps develop the child’s social 
skills and relationships with others.

Teen Mentoring
Youth ages 14 to 18 from junior and senior high schools polish their 
leadership and communication skills through weekly mentoring of 
students from nearby elementary schools. Kids build social and 
communication skills and enjoy the one-to-one attention of a young 
mentor. Teen mentoring is provided during school hours and after school 
in partnership with Calgary AfterSchool funded by The City of Calgary.

Go Girls!
Go Girls! focuses on positive self-image, self-esteem and education on 
healthy lifestyle choices for girls. Through weekly group physical 
activities, children and youth improve their confidence and 
communication skills.



Satellite Districts

BBBS Calgary and Area is dedicated to being the leader in delivering high quality mentoring services not only within Calgary’s city limits, but in the 
growing communities around us as well. Our mentoring programs facilitate life-changing relationships that inspire and empower youth 
throughout our communities.

With Airdrie, Cochrane, High River, and Okotoks expanding rapidly, our work in Rocky View County and Municipal District of Foothills impacts a 
wide range of young people.

40

Airdrie 

101

Cochrane 

28

High River

69

Okotoks

Collectively our district offices offer 6 different mentoring programs in their communities including:

Big Brothers, Big Sisters  Between Generations Go Girls!
mPower Youth Mentoring  In-School Mentoring Teen Mentoring

Number of Children and Youth Served
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238
children and youth 
served in our satellite 
communities
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Fundraisers and Events

With strong partnerships across the communities we serve, we always aim to put on an exciting variety of events for our generous 
supporters and the young people we serve. Through galas and golf tournaments, rodeos and radio, bowling and buffalo wings, those 
caring supporters are helping us start some big changes in our community.

18 Degrees of Jazz
Airdrie Casino
All-Star Weekend
Alberta Treasury Management Charity Classic
BBBS Annual General Meeting
Bowl for Kids Sake Cochrane
Bowl for Kids Sake Okotoks
Calgary Canucks Hockey Game 50/50 raffle
Calgary Casino
Cambrian Heights Smencils Fundraiser
CBC Music Green Tracks
Christ Moravian Community Church Missions Concert
Connect First BBQ
CPC Bow River Buckn’ & Buckn’ Again Breakfasts
CPC Bow River New Year‘s Eve Ball
CPC Bow River Stampeders Quarterback Luncheon
CPC Downtown Dogie Do Rodeo
CPC Downtown Gentlemen’s Luncheon
CPC Stampede City Bowl for Kids Calgary
Canadian Western Bank GIC Campaign

Fight for Kids
Hardknocks 38
High River/Okotoks Casino
Home Outfitters Gift Card Sales
Inspirations from the Everyday Book Sales
Justin, Jay & Ben’s Birthday Bash
Kayben Farms BBBS Day
Keg Kids Holiday Party
Moksha Yoga Grow Your Yoga Campaign
OJs Community Pint Program
Plum Clothing Fundraiser
Signs of Change Campaign
Stawowski McGill and Partners Shotgun Show Off
Tom Milley Memorial Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament
United Way Staff Campaign
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All-Star
Weekend

ATMCC

Canadian Progress Club
Bow River Celebration

BBBS Canada
Photo Shoot



Revenue and Expenses

Revenue Corporate, Individual & General Donations

Grants

Canadian Progress Club**

Fundraising Events**

Gift In Kind

Other Revenue*

Expenses Direct Program & Service Delivery

Program & Service Delivery Support

Fund Development Expenses*

Gift in Kind Expense

Other Expenses**

$1,071,625

$1,547,597

$365,789

$885,790

$390,678

$90,348

 $2,614,194

$518,409

$752,924

$390,678

$85,636

Total $4,351,827

* Other Revenue includes: Interest income, and Deferred Asset contribution amortization

** CPC - Stampede City Bowl for Kids $285,090 is now reflected in Fundraising Events.

Total $4,361,841

* Fund Development Expenses include Fundraising Event Expenses of $322,327
which includes CPC Stampede City Bowl for Kids expense of $175,227

** Other Expenses include: depreciation on capital contributions.

25%

36%
8%

20%

9%

60%

12%

17%

9%

2%

2%
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Funders and Partners

BBBS Calgary and Area doesn’t work alone in supporting the young people of our community. As a donor-supported, volunteer-driven 
organization, we rely on the partnerships we’ve built in the communities we serve, as well as the generous assistance we receive from our 
funders. These supporters are vital to achieving our shared vision of ensuring every young person realizes their full potential.

Working together we create a future that none of us could create alone. We build that future for ourselves, our community, and for our 
young people.

Alan Huehn and Trish Bronsch
Jayman MasterBUILT 
P.E.A.R.L. Foundation
Rocky View County - Family and Community Support Services  
Rogers Media
Safe Haven Foundation
The Prosser Charitable Foundation
The Qualico Partnership

Don Roberts 
Alberta Culture and Community Spirit
Alberta Education
Avison Young 
Calbridge 2010 
Calgary and Area Child and Family Services Authority
Canadian Western Bank

Alberta Human Services
Alberta Justice & Solicitor General - Civil Forfeiture
City of Calgary - Family and Community Support Services
Canadian Progress Club - Bow River
Canadian Progress Club - Downtown
Canadian Progress Club - Stampede City 
Microsoft Canada
Gary Nissen
The Calgary Sun
United Way of Calgary and Area

Anonymous
Arthur J. E. Child Foundation Endowment
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Canada
Government of Canada - Citizenship and Immigration
City of Airdrie - Family and Community Support Services  



Funders and Partners Cont.

Town of Cochrane
Connect First Credit Union
Kids Up Front Calgary
Klopp Richards & Associates 
Mayfair North 
Nexen Energy ULC
David Pickersgill
Bruce Robertson
Town of Okotoks
Laurie Sommerville

Richard and Cathy Bird
Black Hills Estate Winery
Canadian Avatar Investments 
Dick and Lois Haskayne Fund at The 
Calgary Foundation
Franworks Group of Companies
ITC Management
Maf-Worx
Municipal District of Foothills No. 31
Peters' Drive In
Procura Real Estate Services 
RBC Foundation
Topco Oilsite Products 

TOTEM Charitable Foundation
Town of High River 
United Way / High River Partnership

AEC Property Tax 
Barry Developments Inc.
Big Chief Meat Snacks
Byler Foundation
CIBC Wood Gundy 
Tom and Janice Crist
Steele Curry
Dome Britannia Properties 
Dvorkin Personnel
Evolution Presentation Technologies
Crae Garrett
Government of Canada - Summer Students
Krita Investments
Michael Lang
Al G. Lennox
Ryan Ockey
PBA Land Development
RGL Reservoir Management 
Sagium Corp.
Richard Skauge

SMART Technologies
Springbank Links Golf Club
The Maja Foundation
Toskan Casale Foundation
Vantage Point Investment Management

Special Thanks

Alberta Treasury Management Charity Classic 
(ATMCC) Committee
All-Star Weekend Planning Committee
Event Volunteers
Fight for Kids Planning Committee
Henry Burris

Community Partners

Alberta Mentoring Partnership
Alberta’s Promise
Aspen Family and Community Network Society
Calgary AfterSchool
Calgary Bridge Foundation for Youth
Calgary Family Services 
Calgary Food Bank

ANNUAL REPORT 2014/2015 19



For Gary Nissen, acting as Chair for the 9th Annual All-Star Weekend 
committee is one more commitment in a long line, stretching 
through almost 30 years of constant and generous support for our 
organization and the children and youth of Calgary. From supporting 
our events to championing our cause, and from hours volunteered 
to auction items, Gary has given so much back to this community. 

In 2007, that dedication was recognized by the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals, which named Gary as a Generosity of 
Spirit Honouree for Individual Philanthropy. Gary’s generous spirit 
was once again recognized in receiving the 2015 Founders Award in 
acknowledgment of his decades of commitment.

GaryNissen - Starting Something Big 
Calgary Police Service
Canadian Tire Jumpstart
Champion for Kids Committee Okotoks
Community Education Service - Alberta Health Services
Community Links Airdrie
Dreams Take Flight
Genesis Centre of Community Wellness
Kokua TRY-Sport Canada
Mount Royal University
Our Lady Queen of Peace Ranch
Project Appartenance
TELUS Spark
The Calgary Learning Village Collaborative
The City of Calgary - Recreation
Tim Horton’s Camps
University of Calgary
UpStart Champions for Children and Youth
Volunteer Alberta
Western Rocky View Family & Community Resource Centre 
WinSport Canada – Canada Olympic Park 
YMCA Calgary
Youth Central

ANNUAL REPORT 2014/2015 20



Founders Award

Our Founders are the building blocks on which BBBS Calgary and Area has flourished. The Founders Award is presented to individuals who 
have made an extraordinary volunteer contribution to the mentoring movement. With their knowledge and support, they continue guiding 
our organization now and into the future.

Original Founders

Gib Forbes   (1973) 
Don Johnson   (1973) 
Don Karst   (1973) 
Jack Killick   (1973) 
Allan Kolinsky   (1973) 
Pete Robison   (1973) 
Ken Roworth   (1973) 
Garry Zurowski   (1973) 

Founders Award Recipients 

Harry Beaton   (1976) 
Fane Atkinson   (1988) 
Wayne Hill   (1988) 
Barry Padley   (1988) 
Dick Proctor   (1988) 
Joe Donnelly   (1993)
Paul Makosz   (1993) 

Keith Bell   (1994) 
Cy Johnson   (1994) 
Wayne Evans   (1995) 
Ronnie Zurowski   (1995) 
Erich Binder   (1996) 
Wayne Bamford   (1997) 
Anne Stewart   (1997) 
Al Gordon   (1998) 
Annemarie Schreiner  (1998) 
Winona Sinclair   (1998) 
Mike Cunningham   (1999) 
Tom Whitehead   (1999) 
Tammy Coates   (2000)
David Pickersgill   (2000) 
Carol Abernethy   (2002)
Bob Merchant   (2002) 
Eric Prosser   (2002) 

Jeanne Anderson   (2004) 
Todd Berry   (2004) 
Al Cook    (2004) 
Cindy Fox-Tracey   (2004) 
Sue Sisson   (2004) 
Bill Gibson   (2005) 
Stephen Peake   (2006) 
Andy Lockhart   (2007) 
Shirley Cooke   (2008) 
Robyn McMorris   (2008) 
Henry Burris   (2010) 
Steele Curry   (2012) 
Adrian Lomas   (2012) 
Robert Schulz   (2012) 
Serena Reid   (2013)
Gary Nissen  (2015)
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Board of Directors

 
Some people are donors, some are volunteers, some put on events and some raise money. And then there is the Board – where all of these 
roles are wrapped up together in each member. They provide the expertise, knowledge and commitment to grow our organization and enable 
us to increase the number of young people we serve. Our Board is our measure and our comfort. We could not succeed without them.

Richard Brown, Board Chair
Community Leader

Steele Curry, Vice Chair
Citizen of the World Communications Inc., President

Serena Reid, Treasurer
Community Leader

David Pickersgill, Past Board Chair
Philanthropist

Warren Book, Director
First Calgary Financial, Consultant

Judy Burke, Director
Demiantschuk, Lequier, Burke & Hoffinger LLP., Partner

Glen Eastwood, Director
Canadian Western Bank, Senior VP and Regional GM, Prairies

Dina Klopp, Director
Klopp Richards & Ass., Managing Partner

Adrian Lomas, Director
Canadian Progress Clubs - Calgary Downtown

David Saxby, Director
Spark Communications Inc, President & CPC - Bow River

Michael Smith, Director
Peters & Co. Ltd., Investment Advisor

Abby Steinberg, Director
Paragon Capital Corporation Ltd., President

Laurel Wood, Director
Executive Vice President, Clients & Services, MNP LLP.

Trish Bronsch, President and CEO
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Calgary and Area



start something

www.bbbscalgary.caVolunteer. Donate.
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